
    

The Avocet Newsletter
Spring 2019

Welcome to Cedar Keys Audubon.  The Chapter encompasses all of Levy County, FL.   Pass this 
newsletter along to folks you think might be interested in learning, helping, and contributing.  Come to the 
final Meet and Greet of the season on 22 April.   With many of our members disbursed for the summer, 
our official actions will be less visible but that doesn’t mean that we won’t still be working.  Boyd Kimball 

has already set up some exciting and informative speakers for next year.  Our Education 
team has a great idea for the kid’s involvement at the Seafood Festival.

Cedar Key Bird Rescue Program update
The number of calls for rescue has decreased.  We are hopeful that this means our efforts 
informing the public are paying off.
 • Don’t forget to SEND REPORTS for any bird rescue activity (even if you were not 
able to catch the bird). You can call or text (804) 305-6014 Dr. Savanna Barry or email her.  
 • Bird rescue equipment is available at the Nature Coast Biological Station in the 
yard shed between Island Place and NCBS. Please feel free to borrow this equipment any 
time and let me know if there are any issues. 

February CKA Membership Meet and Greet
Dr. Peter Frederick, the principal coordinator of Oyster Reef Restoration 
Program gave an update.  “Oysters are more than just aphrodisiacs or 
navigational hazards” asserted Dr. Peter Frederick, February’s Cedar Keys 

Audubon presenter. “Oysters are great!”  Read entire article written by Boyd Kimball our 
Programs’ Coordinator.

March CKA Membership Meet and Greet
Cedar Keys Audubon was running out of chairs to seat the crowd waiting to hear 
about the Florida Shorebird Alliance from FWC biologist Megan Wallrichs. Despite a 
competing Cedar Key Water and Sewer District meeting that kept some folks from 
attending, there was a roomful for the fifth in a series of Audubon 5 pm presentations held 
on monthly Mondays upstairs in the Cedar Key Library.  Read entire article written by Boyd 
Kimball our Programs’ Coordinator. 

This was also the time we said farewell to our out going co-presidents, Deborah Anderson and Crosby 
Hunt. with a token of our appreciation for all they had done over the past couple of years.  Read all about 
it.  
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Good news -  from the City of Yankeetown
The voters approved the referendum to continue to maintain the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve.  Now the 
struggle continues in finding funds to maintain the structures.  The Education Center is currently closed 
due to septic tank issues.  The trails are open and there are toilets along them.  For ways you can help 
preserve this pristine section of our Gulf Coast, visit their website.

Our Vice President, Doug, Maple hosted members of the GREBE Audubon 
Campus Chapter from the University of Florida on a boat tour around the 
Cedar Keys to Corrigan’s Reef and Snake Key Rookery.   It is great to see 
younger folks interested in perpetuating birding and advocating for birds and 
conservation.  It is efforts like this and Doug’s years of bird rescues that led 
to the Nature Coast Champion Award he recently received from the Nature 
Coast Biological Center.

Old Florida Celebration of the Arts
Our booth was a smash hit with the CK School art project.  Special thanks to Maureen Magee, Linda 
Kimball, Nancy Hanson, and Tina Hackey for working with the students.   Thanks also to the volunteers 
who staffed the booth on the two perfect Florida spring days.

The Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail is a network of 510 premier wildlife viewing sites across the 
state. When you want to know where to go in Florida to see native birds, butterflies, and more, head for 
the Trail. It’s Your Road to Adventure!  
 
Of course, you don’t have to go too far to see a wide variety of birds.  Here are images taken recently in 
Cedar Key.  They include: semi palmated plovers, semi palmated sandpipers, dunlin, sanderlings, 
western sandpipers, least sandpipers, white pelicans, avocets, willets, and more.  Not pictured 
are the warblers and other song birds migrating through; the osprey, eagles and owls nesting; 
wading birds roosting and nesting on the islands; hummingbirds and swallow-tail kites, seasonal visitors 
from South America; and our year round residents like brown pelicans, gulls, terns, mockingbirds, 
cardinals, crows, etc
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Citizen Science Opportunities:

Purple Martin Conservation Association https://www.purplemartin.org/ has some citizen science 
opportunities for those interested in reporting where they are nesting and roosting.  Be on the lookout for 
purple martin houses, appearing soon to sight near you.


Check here for ongoing citizen science opportunities listed in previous Newsletters..

What’s at Stake - Florida Legislature 
Our state legislature is nearing the end of the annual session and the impact of some of the bills that are 
working their way through could be devastating to our environment, water quality, rural communities, 
coastal management, wetlands, wildlife habitats, and to our own healthy way of life. Visit  My Florida 
House to see what bills are in work and how far they have gotten.  The sessions ends 5 May and the last 
couple of weeks are when most bills that get through the process are voted on by the full senate and 
house.

Write or call your State Representatives and Senators and the Governor to let them know what you think 
is important.  

How To Trim Palm Trees (and how not to) 
Walking around Cedar Key you can’t help but notice that there has been a lot of palm tree pruning. 
Unfortunately, what is happening is damaging the trees. Here is a video demonstration of what to do and 
not to do. Not only are these "hurricane" prunings weakening the trees and making them susceptible to 
wind damage; habitat for birds, bugs, and bats is being destroyed.


Events Relating to Birds and Conservation

CKA Membership Meet and Greet
April 22 - 5 pm - Cedar Key Library
Jamie Letendre is the Sea Grass and Marine Health Specialist in the St Martins Marsh/
Big Bend Aquatic Preserve surrounding Cedar Keys.  Full description

Citrus County Audubon Bird Walk
April 24 - 8 am - Meet at Cedar Key Scrub State Preserve. Led by our own Dale Henderson

FREE PUBLIC PANEL Beyond Dead Fish: How Red Tide Affects All Floridians 
Friday, April 26, 3 - 4 p.m.  Arrive at 2:30 p.m. for refreshments!

University of Florida MacKay Auditorium, Pugh Hall, 296 Buckman Dr. Gainesville, FL 32611

Last year’s lingering red tide caused widespread fish kills, economic impacts, and environmental 
damage. While coastal communities understand the impacts of red tide well, its impacts are felt across 
the state.

The Thompson Earth Systems Institute at the University of Florida is hosting a free public panel to 
address the economic, public health and environmental impacts of harmful algal blooms.


The event will also be streamed online. For more information, visit:

Beyond Dead Fish—How Red Tide Affects All Floridians

Do you enjoy local beer? Join us the night before at First Magnitude Brewing Co. for our Science on 
Tap: Sea Turtles and Red Tide event, co-hosted with the Florida Museum! More info: Science on Tap: 
Sea Turtles and Red Tide
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Florida Ornithological Society Spring meeting 
Saturday, April 27 - 12:00 pm – 6:30pm

22495 Chinsegut Hill Rd, Brooksville, FL 34601, USA (map)

The meeting will include field trips, evening presentations on selected marsh species and the Florida 
Shorebird Program. For a more detailed meeting schedule go to the FOS website. 


Florida Native Plant Society 39th Annual Conference - “Transitions”
May 16 - 19 - Plantation, 9301 W Fort Island Trail, Crystal River, FL 34429
The theme, “Transitions” is about how sea level rise is affecting us all.  You will be delighted by mind-
expanding experiences, tempted by sumptuous meals (including vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free) and 
amazed by the networking and social opportunities, and so close to home this year.  All the details.


Cedar Key Proclaims National Safe Boating Week   
May 18 - 24

During National Safe Boating Week, the US Coast Guard and its federal, state, and local safe boating 
partners encourage all boaters to explore and enjoy America’s beautiful waters responsibly.  Full text.


Florida Birding & Nature Festival
October 17 - 20 - Hillsborough Community College, 10451 Nancy Watkins Dr, Tampa, Florida, 33619,
4 Days of Field Trips, Seminars, and Nature Expo, More info

Audubon Florida Assembly
October 25 - 26
Hilton University of Florida Conference Center Gainesville, 1714 SW 34th St., Gainesville, FL

Join us for Florida’s premier conservation gathering, where grassroots leaders from around the state join 
Audubon’s professional staff and partners to grow their knowledge and skills to protect Florida’s 
precious natural resources.


County Road 347 Friends Adopt a Highway
The first Monday of each month - 9 to 10 am
Every little bit helps.  Meet at “Adopt-A-Highway” sign near SW 77th Place for gloves, vest, and bags.   Be 
sure to wear appropriate clothes — long pants, good walking shoes or boots, hat, repellent, sunscreen, 
etc.

Alachua County Audubon Field Trips
Check here for schedu

OFFICERS  

  

President Jay Bushnell djbushne@bellsouth.net

Vice President Doug Maple captaindoug758@gmail.com

Treasurer Linda Kimball blkimbal@hotmail.com

Secretary Florence Chatowsky flobethchat@gmail.com
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Number to call for Bird Rescue Help 
352 949 1995 
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